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pathy. Especially important, I think, is her discussion of the
doctrine of Karma. While admitting its value as a moral
check, she indicates its paralysing influence and its evil effects,
such as the arrogance of the Brahman, the sad fate of the child
widow, and the wretched plight of the low-caste man and the
pariah.
A perusal of the book will show that the large mass of ritual
matter it contains is permeated with innumerable superstitions
and primitive usages which, inherited from a remote past, hinder
the progress of Indian civilization at the present day. It will
therefore appeal not only to the student of religions, but to the
anthropologist and the social reformer. It is a notable con-
tribution to the armoury of those who are fighting in the war
of liberation of the human race.
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